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The National Rifle Association Executive Director Wayne
LaPierre’s resignation brought a wide array of responses

By Jim Shepherd
From The Shooting Wire

Friday’s [January 5, 2024] news
that longtime National Rifle As-
sociation Executive Director
Wayne LaPierre was resigning
for health reasons brought a wide
array of responses.

Former NRA board members,
fired former NRA executives and
others who had run afoul of
“WLP” over the years were cele-
brating the fact that after numer-
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ous failed attempts to oust him,
he was ‘voluntarily” resigning.
Bewildered members, on the
other hand, are wondering what
that would mean for the organi-
zation. Some even claiming the
New York Attorney General had
succeeded in destroying the or-
ganization.

That is, I’m afraid, baloney.

The New York Attorney General
has, despite her dislike of the
NRA and the NRA’s assertions to
the contrary, has done nothing
she wasn’t obligated to do under
New York statute.

As a New York-registered not-
for-profit, charitable corporation,
the NRA has legal obligations to
use its funds for charitable pur-
poses, not, as the AG wrote “to
support the lavish lifestyles of
senior management and organi-
zation insiders.”

Unlike LaPierre, Letitia James is
doing her job. The fact it furthers
her future aspirations is only
icing on the proverbial cake.
For more than three years, the
NRA’s longtime leader has fo-
cused on a single goal: protecting
Wayne LaPierre.

In the face of accusations of in-
sider dealing, corruption and
general malfeasance, member-

“After more than 30 years, numerous internal challenges,

and a lawsuit set to begin this morning, Wayne LaPierre
says he’s leaving his Executive Vice President/CEQ position
at the National Rifle Association....for health reasons.”

(NRA photo)

ship has nosedived. So, too, have
donations. The organization has
been forced to downsize, cut-
back programs, and virtually re-
move itself from the past two
election cycles.

Meanwhile, more than one hun-
dred million dollars of member
funding has been spent on legal
defenses that have, for the most
part, failed. The ill-considered
multi-million dollar Texas bank-
ruptcy was dismissed as a “bad
faith filing.” Successive motions
to delay, dismiss and otherwise
stop the trial set to begin this
morning have failed. As the trial
judge said last week, it’s time to
let the outcome of the case rest
on the facts.

Beginning today [January 5,
2024], the Brewer Firm has the
opportunity to prove itself wor-
thy of the expenditures. In open
court, spin stops. That job likely
grew more difficult late Friday
afternoon when former senior
NRA executive Josh Powell cut
a deal with the AG’s office.

Powell, former Executive Direc-
tor of Operations and Chief of
Staff to LaPierre, was one of the
five defendants in the lawsuit
brought against the NRA and
senior management. In his deal,
Powell admitted to the Attorney
General’s claims of wrongdoing.
That deal buttresses the AG’s
claims of corruption. Powell’s
testimony will likely corroborate
it. “Joshua Powell’s admission of
wrongdoing and Wayne La-
Pierre’s resignation confirm
what we have alleged for years,”
Attorney General James said
“the NRA and its senior leader-
ship are financially corrupt.”
She also announced that the trial
was “set to proceed on January 8§,
2024, as planned.”

Shortly after news broke an-
nouncing LaPierre’s resignation,
one of my friends sent me a text
asking “did you ever think we’d
live to see the day the NRA
would fail...NOT from the anti-
gunners but from THE NRA
Themselves?”

That question jarred me into a re-
alization that, for many, including
however many millions of
members remain, Wayne La-
Pierre is- or was the National
Rifle Association.

He was not. He never was. That’s
the myth sold to the membership.
But that doesn’t mean “life with-
out Wayne” won’t be difficult.
There are two possible courses at
this point.

If the NRA wins, it can follow

through on the long needed gov-
ernance changes (and are now
clearly stated on their website), or
continue the conduct that got
them into this situation.
Should the latter happen, the New
York Attorney General -who-
mever it happens to be at the time
- would have no recourse but to
step back in.

Repeating that conduct would be
so egregious an offense that a
court would be hard-pressed not
to grant the AG’s original request:
to dismantle the organization and
redistribute its assets to other or-
ganizations.

Should the NYAG win, there will
be changes, but the organization
will not be dismantled.

It might be effectively dismem-
bered, but the NRA --at least the
NRA described by its original

I/t might be effectively dis-
imembered, but the NRA --af
least the NRA described by its|
original charter— will re-
main.

charter— will remain.

Either way, it’s up to the
members to figure out what to do
with their organization.
Rather than a too-large board
doing too-little oversight, the
members must demand better.
Instead of militant talk and
sheep-like compliance, the mem-

bership must make certain the or-
ganization reflects the wishes of
the membership-not fealty to a
figurehead.

However the case works out,
there will be changes ahead.
Before the disastrous NRA An-
nual meeting in Indianapolis in
2019, I wrote that changes were
necessary. Describing what [ felt
would be the worst possible out-
come, I also wrote than “The
NRA must get its house in order.
If it doesn’t the Attorney General
for the State of New York will

“It might be effectively dis-
membered, but the NRA --aff
least the NRA described by its|
original charter— will re-
main. Either way, its up to
the members to figure ouf
what to do with their organi-
zation. Rather than a too-
large board doing too-little
oversight, the members musf

’

demand better.’

certainly do 1t for us- and no
NRA member will like the re-
sults.”

There was apparently some clar-
ity in my long-retired crystal ball
at that point. Having watched
what’s happened in the years
since, there’s no chance of a pre-
diction of the outcome of this
trial. What has been said, done,
and spent on this trial boggles the
mind.

That having been said, I’'m back
in New York City and headed to
the courthouse this morning.

I can’t imagine what I’ll see or
hear- despite having been in
many courthouses in the past
half-century of reporting.
Whatever it is, we’ll keep you
posted.

Sens. Blackburn and Tuberville introduce legislation
to block Biden’s VA department practice of putting
illegal aliens over veterans who have served nation

NASHVILLE, TENN. January
5, 2-24— U.S. Senators Marsha
Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Tommy
Tuberville (R-Ala.) and House
Veterans Affairs Committee
Chairman Mike Bost (R-Ill.) in-
troduced legislation to stop De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
(VA) resources from being used
to provide taxpayer-funded
healthcare to illegal aliens.

“Our nation’s veterans deserve
nothing less than the very best
care we have to offer,” said Sen-
ator Blackburn. “Joe Biden is
trying to take away healthcare
from our brave veterans to give
to illegal immigrants. Under no
circumstances should taxpayer
dollars intended to support our
veterans be spent on illegal im-
migrants.”

“Joe Biden is putting illegal im-

Sen. Marsha Blackburn

migrants over America’s vet-
erans,” said Senator Tuberville.
“It is outrageous. Our veterans
should not be forced to wait in
long lines at VA medical centers
and clinics to get the care they
EARNED while illegal immi-
grants waltz across our open bor-
der and get taxpayer-funded

“Our nation’s veterans de-
serve nothing less than the
very best care we have to
offer,” said Senator Black-
burn. “Joe Biden is trying to
take away healthcare from|
our brave veterans to give to
illegal immigrants. Under no|
circumstances should tax-
payer dollars intended to
support our veterans be spent
on illegal immigrants.”

healthcare they NEVER earned.
Our veterans should have the
best healthcare we can provide—
and illegals who have no right to
be in this country don’t deserve
a dime from the taxpayer. Con-
gress needs to pass this legisla-
tion to stop Joe Biden from
robbing veterans to pay off ille-
gals.”
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“Joe Biden’s failed border pol-
icies have created a humanitarian
and national security crisis. Now
it appears he’s taking resources
away from our veterans to facili-
tate healthcare for illegal mi-
grants,” said Chairman Bost. “As
a Marine, I believe any dollar
taken away from a veteran is a
promise broken to those who
served. I’ve demanded answers
from the Biden administration
and been stonewalled every step
of the way. Until I get the re-
sponse our veterans deserve, I’ll
use every available tool of my
chairmanship to end this practice
and put our veterans first.”

BACKGROUND
*Tennessee is home to over

400,000 veterans.
*Reports indicate the Department
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of Homeland Security is leverag-
ing the VA’s established claims
processing system to facilitate
healthcare services to illegal
aliens in ICE detention.

*This legislation would prohibit
the VA from providing healthcare
or engaging in claims processing
for anyone unlawfully present in
the United States.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
BACKGROUND

*Senator Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) as
well as Congressmen Keith Self
(R-Texas), Jack Bergman (R-
Mich.), Scott Franklin (R-Fla.),
and Mariannette Miller-Meeks
(R-Iowa) joined as cosponsors.

MLK Day is January 15!
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Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:

MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net

Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 28th Black
History 2023 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune's 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com
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See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
28th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

NFL Offers Free
Admission to Military
on February 7th
As a special thank you to the
Military Community, the
INFL will offer free admis-
sion to the Super Bowl Ex-
Iperience on Wednesday,
February 7th for Military Ap-
reciation Day. All active-
duty United States Service
Members, Veterans, and their
Families tickets are 100%
free on this day only, in part-
I;lership with Wounded War-
ior Project, an NFL Salute to
Service partner. Visit
INFL.com for more infor-

|mation.




